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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  upon  the  health  of  the 
City  in  1944.  Vital  statistics  referring  to  1944  and  preceding  War 
years  can  be  studied  in  detail.  The  birth  rate  of  18.8  per  1,000  popula- 
tion is  higher  than  previous  years.  There  has  been  a steady  increase 

I 

since  1938.  The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  has  diminished 
and  it  is  gratifying  to  report  there  was  no  death  from  diphtheria.  It 
would  appear  that  the  immunisation  campaign  is  having  the  much 
desired  result. 

The  work  of  the  City  Hospital  has  been  well  maintained  in  spite 
of  staffing  difficulties. 

I continue  to  receive  the  whole-hearted  interest  of  all  members 
of  your  Committee  in  the  many  branches  of  our  work.  Without  this 
interest  and  without  the  loyal  support  of  every  member  of  the  Public 
Health  Staff,  our  common  aim — the  improvement  of  Public  Health — ■ 
could  not  be  achieved. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


J.  W.  LOB  BAN. 


s 


STATISTICS. 


Area  in  Acres  4>T42 

Population  (Registrar  General)  middle  of  1944  . 43,880 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  end  of  1944  from  Rate  Books  . 11,703 

Rateable  Value  ^404,540 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £1,621 

BIRTHS. 


Ma'e. 

Female.  Rate  per  i.otn  Population 

Live  Births — Legitimate  

494 

335 

18.8 

Illegitimate  

46 

40 

Still  births  numbered  27.  Rate 

31.6  per  1, 

,ooo  total  births  or  0.6  per 

1,000  population. 

Comparative  figures  for  previous 

years  are 

as  follows  : — 

1940. 

1941.  1942. 

1943.  1944. 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

I5-7 

15-7  i6-3 

16.9  18.8 

Still  births 

per  1,000  total  births  

37-8 

24.7  42.8 

37-5  31-6 

per  1,000  population  

0.61 

p 

-L 

0 

At 

0.6  0.6 

The  birth  rate  shows  an  increase  over  that  of  1943  being  18.8 
compared  with  16.9  in  1943.  The  figures  for  the  last  five  years  with 
comparisons  are  as  follows  : — 


England  $ Wales 

Smaller  Towns, 

Chester. 

1940 

14.6 

I5-7 

T5-7 

194  X 

I4.2 

16.4 

*5-7 

1942 

15.8 

18.4 

16.3 

1943 

16.5 

*9-4 

16.9 

T944 

17.6 

20.9 

18.8 

DEATHS. 

Deaths  from  diseases  and  accidents  of  pregnancy  and  parturition  : — 


Kate  per  r ooo 
Dentlis  Total  Births. 

From  Sepsis  1 1.17 

From  other  causes  1 1.17 

Comparative  figures  for  previous  years  are  as  follows  : — 

Kate  per  i ooo 
Total  Births, 

1940  (1)  Deaths  from  sepsis  o o 

(2)  ” from  other  causes  o o 

1941  (1)  ” from  sepsis  o o 

(2)  ” from  other  causes  . 2 2.6 

r942  (T)  ” from  sepsis  o o 

(2)  ” from  other  causes  ,. 2 2.5 

x943  (*)  ” from  sepsis  o o 

(2)  ” from  other  causes  2 2.5 
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Death  rates  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 


1944. 

1943- 

i942- 

I94I- 

1940. 

All 

infants  per  1,000  live 

births  67.8 

53-2 

68.5 

82.1 

64.7 

Legitimate  infants  per 

1 ,000 

82.4 

63-5 

legitimate  births 

64-9 

50. 1 

70.7 

Illegitimate  infants  per 

1,000 

83-3 

38-4 

78.1 

81.6 

illegitmate  births 

93-o 

A. 

B. 

X tunnel. 

Kate  per  l 0 

.0  pop. 

1 . 

Deaths  from  Cancer 

(all  ages)  

82 

1.8 

2. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  

0 

0.0 

3. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

1 

0.02 

4- 

Deaths  from  Diarrheoa  (under  2 years) 

... 

2 

0.04 

Corresponding  figures  for  prev.ous  years  : 

1943- 

I942- 

I94I 

• 

I94O. 

A.  B. 

A.  B. 

A. 

B. 

A. 

B. 

1. 

105  2.3 

80  1.7 

68 

i-4 

83 

i-7 

2. 

0 0.0 

3 0.06 

0 

0.0 

5 

0. 1 1 

3. 

0 0.0 

3 0.06 

1 

0.02 

2 

0.04 

4- 

0 0.0 

4 0.08 

3 

0.06 

4 

0.08 

General  Death  Rate. 

Deaths  of  Chester  residents  in  1944  numbered  579  giving  a death 


rate  of  13.2  per  1,000  population. 

Comparative  figures  for  previous  years  are  as  follows  : — 

1943-  !942-  I94I-  I94°- 

Death  rate  12.6  12. 1 12.8  15.2 

Infant  Death  Rate. 

This  rate  for  1944  is  67.8  per  1,000  live  births.  The  actual  num- 
ber of  deaths  in  infants  under  1 year  was  56.  The  causes  of  death  were 
as  follows  : — 

Whooping  Cough  . .. 1 

Cancer  . 1 

Bronchiti*  2 

Pneumonia  20 

Diarrhoea  2 

Premature  birth  10 

Birth  injuries  congenital  — 

Malformation  and  Infantile  Disease  11 

Violence  3 

All  other  causes  6 

Comparative  figures  for  the  last  five  years  are  as  follows  : — 

Kn^lau  1 & Wales  Smaller  Towns.  Chester 

x940  55  54  64.7 

194I  59  56  82.1 

x942  49  46  68.5 

*943  49  46  33.2 

*944  46  44  67.8 
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GENERAL  DEATH  RATE. 

320  deaths  occurred  in  the  age  group  65  years  and  over  repre- 
senting 55.2  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths.  Heart  disease  accounted  for 
t68  deaths  and  other  circulatory  conditions  for  16  deaths.  Respiratory 
conditions  accounted  for  74  deaths  as  follows  : — 

Pneumonia  48.  Bronchitis  22.  Other  respiratory  conditions  4. 
Cancer  accounted  for  82  deaths  of  which  40  were  in  the  age  group 
65  years  and  over.  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  accounted  for  27 
deaths  and  there  were  no  deaths  due  to  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

The  following  deaths  occurred  in  infectious  diseases  : — 

Measles  o,  Scarlet  Fever  o,  AVhooping  Cough  1,  Diphtheria  o, 
Influenza  4,  Cerebrospinal  Fever  1. 

Suicide  accounted  for  3 deaths,  road  traffic  accidents  for  6 deaths, 
and  other  violent  causes  for  20  deaths. 

The  comparison  of  Chester’s  death  rate  with  those  of  England 
and  Wales  and  Smaller  Towns  is  as  follows  : — 


Engt.nd  & Wales 

Smaller  Towns. 

Chester. 

1940 

14-3 

12.8 

15.2 

1941 

12.9 

I3.O 

12.8 

1942 

1 1.6 

12. 1 

12. 1 

*943 

12. 1 

12.7 

12.6 

*944 

1 1. 6 

I2.4 

I3.2 

The  City  rates  from  infectious  diseases  are  shown  in  the  com- 
parative statement  : — 


England  & Wales. 

Smaller  Towns. 

Clesl 

Enteric  Fever  

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles  

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever  

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough  

O.O3 

0.02 

0.02 

Diphtheria  

0.02 

O.O3 

0.00 

Influenza  

0.12 

O.  I I 

0.09 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

4.8 

4.4 

2.4 

per  1,000  births 


LABORATORY  SERVICES. 

During  the  year  a new  agreement  was  confirmed  with  the  Chester 
Royal  Infirmary  in  place  of  the  previous  one  which  expired  on 
31st  August,  1944.  The  difference  between  the  old  and  new  agree- 
ments is  financial.  Under  the  new  agreement  a flat  rate  of  4/-  per 
specimen  is  charged.  The  total  number  of  specimens  examined  during 
the  year  was  3705. 


AM BU LANCE  FACILITIES. 
No  Change. 


NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 
No  Change. 
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TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS. 


The  following  clinics  are  administered  by  the  Local  Authority : — 


r. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

Situation. 
Princess  Street  ... 

Accommodation. 
Waiting  room,  weighing 

2. 

Clinic 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

Curzon  St.,  Saltney 

room,  consulting  room. 
Waiting  and  weighing 

3- 

Clinic 

Ante-Natal  Clinic 

Princess  Street  ... 

room,  consulting  room 
Waiting  room, 

4- 

School  Clinic  (inspection)  ... 

1 • 

consulting  room. 

it 

5- 

School  Clinic  (treatment)  ... 

» « 

it 

6. 

Ultra  Violet  Ray  Clinic 

• ) 

a 

7. 

Tuberculosis  Clinic 

2.  King’s  Buildings 

a 

8. 

Venereal  Disease  Centre  ... 

Chester  Royal  In- 

Waiting, treatment  and 

A Local  Committee  under 

firmary 

the  auspices  of  the 

ablution  room. 

British  Red  Cross  Society 

and  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem  administers  the 

9- 

Orthopaedic  after  care  Clinic 

2,  King’s  Buildings 

Waiting  room  and 

consulting  room. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


i.  Princess  Street  Clinic. — Two  sessions  are  held  weekly  and  a 

medical  officer,  attends  for  consultation. 

1 he  babies  and  children  under  the  age  of  five  years  are  regularly 
weighed  and  records  of  progress  kept. 

When  necessary  children  and  mothers  are  seen  by  the  Medical 
Officer. 


The  following  attendances  were  made  during  the  year: — 


(a)  by  children  under  i year  of  age  

(b)  by  children  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  years 

(c)  by  mothers  


4889 

1256 

5879 


(2)  Saltney  Clinic.— The  same  Medical  Officer  attends  this  clinic 
which  meets  once  weekly. 

(a)  by  children  under  1 year  I4^ 

(b)  by  children  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  years  464 

(c)  by  mothers  T -0— 

The  following  were  the  consultations  with  the  Medical  Officer 


First  visits  of  children  under  1 year 

Princess  St. 

Saltney 

430 

109 

Subsequent  visits  

9°7 

443 

Children  (1 — 5 years)  first  visits  

52 

20 

Subsequent  visits  . 

429 

T75 

Mothers  (consultations)  ... 

42 

JO 
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A voluntary  body — the  Chester  Infant  Welfare  Committee — have 
a rota  of  voluntary  workers  who  attend  these  clinics  and  provide  tea, 
etc.,  for  the  mothers. 

In  addition,  garments,  etc.,  for  babies  are  provided  for  necessitous 

cases. 

'I'he  work  of  this  Committee  is  much  appreciated. 

(3)  Ante-Natal  Clinic. — The  ante-natal  clinic  is  held  once  a 
week  under  the  charge  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Medical 
Officer. 

Expectant  mothers  are  examined  and  advised,  and  the  midwife 
interested  in  the  case  is  written  to  if  not  present. 

During  the  year  the  Medical  Officer  has  seen  201  mothers  who 
have  paid  529  visits. 

Cases  were  sent  to  Hospital  if  requiring  special  treatment,  or  if 
the  home  conditions  were  such  as  to  contra  indicate  home  confinement. 

Ante-natal  an.d  post-natal  clinics  are  held  at  the  City  Hospital, 
details  of  which  will  be  given  later  in  the  report. 

(4)  The  School  Clinic  (Inspection)  meets  every  School-day  and 
is  in  charge  of  the  Deputy  School  Medical  Officer. 

(5)  The  School  Clinic  (Treatment)  meets  on  Tuesdays,  Wednes- 
days and  Fridays  and  is  under  the  charge  of  the  same  medical  officer. 

(6)  Ultra  Violet  Ray  Clinic.  This  clinic  is  held  on  Tuesdays  and 
Fridays. 

(7)  Tuberculosis  Clinic  meets  on  Mondays  at  n a.m. 


The  number  of  patients  on  the  Dispensary  register  at  the  end 

of  the  year  was  . 232 

Number  of  new  cases  examined  119 

Number  of  contacts  examined  28 

Number  of  attendances  at  the  Dispensary  357 

Number  of  attendances  for  refills  in  artificial  pneumothorax  535 

Number  of  visits  of  tuberculosis  officer  to  homes  30 

Number  of  “T.B.  plus”  cases  on  the  Register  , 74 

Number  of  visits  of  nurses  (including  those  under  Tuberculosis 

Regulations)  849 

Number  of  X-ray  examinations  made  ,. 265 


(8)  Venereal  Diseases  Centre. — The  following  sessions  are  held  :- 

Monday  (5 — 7 p.m.)  female. 

Wednesday  (5 — 7 p.m.)  male. 

Thursday  (5 — 7 p.m.)  female. 

Saturday  (12 — 2 p.m.)  male. 

The  clinic  is  open  all  day  for  irrigations,  and  trained  assistants 
are  in  attendance. 

The  clinic  is  a joint  one  for  Chester  and  the  Counties  of  Cheshire 
and  Flintshire, 
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The  following  is  a table  of  the  work  done  in  1944  : — 


Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea. 

Conditions 
other  than 

Total. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Vent 

M 

•real. 

F 

M 

F 

Number  of  Caies  at  beginning  of  year 

136 

113 

297 

l6l 

16 

20 

449 

294 

Number  attending  for  first  time  1944  ... 

36 

44 

*9 

30 

45 

97 

I7° 

17O 

Ceased  to  attend  or  transferred  to 
other  centres  

26 

28 

99 

49 

— 

— 

H5 

77 

Discharged  

6 

5 

43 

25 

48 

80 

97 

1 10 

Number  under  treatment  at  end  of 
year  ...  

MO 

,34 

2 14 

”7 

18 

47 

402 

2F8 

The  following  is  the  number  of  Chester  patients  attending  during 
the  year  for  the  last  five  years  : — 


1940 

I94i 

1942 

J943 

1944 

Syphilis  

12 

15 

16 

21 

15 

Gonorrhea  

35 

39 

36 

37 

26 

Conditions 

other  than  veneral 

13 

4 

23 

24 

35 

1 he  number  of  attendances  made  by  Chester  patients  was  820. 


(9)  The  Orthopaedic  After-Care  Clinic  meets  once  a week  when 
the  cases  are  seen  by  the  specialist  staff  of  the  Robert  Jones  and  Agnes 
Hunt  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Oswestry.  During  the  vear  168  cases 
were  under  treatment  and  they  made  303  attendances. 

The  following  are  details  of  the  cases  : — 


On 

Books 

3/1/44 

Admitted 

daring 

1944 

Maternity  and  Child 

W elf  ere 

Under  5 years... 

38 

I ! 

School  Medical  Set- 

vice  5 — 16  years  ... 

62 

*9 

Voluntary  Ortho- 
paedic Association 

(16  + years)  ... 
Tuberculosis 

20 

5 

(all  ages)  

19 

5 

Totals 

J39 

40 

No  Treated 
daring 
3944 

Discharged 

durine 

3944 

On  Books 
31/H/44 

Attendances 

• ! 

Act  vc 

Vpnhancc 

Treat 

'uper, 

ment 

vUio 

49 

26 

23 

— 

59 

8l 

20 

6 1 

— 

122 

- 

2 5 

25 

3 

13 

9 

24 

3 

18 

3 

91 

179 

52 

"5 

12 

297 

1 27 

a of^,  1 RASPERS.  During  the  year  6 patients  attained  the 
included  5 paUcnts.  attamedl  the  age  of  16  years.  These  are  . 

correm  n tge  gr°Up*  m whlch  the7  were  treated  : therefore  the 

c irect  total  number  of  patients  treated — 168. 
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In  addition,  6 cases  were  examined  by  the  surgeons  for  whom 
treatment  was  not  advised.  This  brings  the  total  attendance  to  : 303. 

I have  to  thank  most  cordially  once  again  the  British  Red  Cross 
Society  and  the  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem  whose  enthusiasm  and 
help  combine  to  make  a success  of  the  clinic. 

Much  good  work  is  done  in  after-care  of  cripples  by  the  members 
of  these  societies. 


During  1944  there  were  10  Chester  patients  sent  by  the  Tuber- 
culosis Officer  to  the  Robert  Jones  and  the  Agnes  Hunt  Orthopaedic 
Hospital,  Oswestry. 


These  patients  spent  1,082  in-patient  days  in  hospital.  No 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  or  Education  cases  were  admitted. 

The  staff  of  the  Hospital  continue  to  co-operate  with  the  Medical 
Staff  of  the  Local  Authority  in  the  most  helpful  manner. 


HOSPITALS. 

Pro- 

portion 

No.  of 

used  by 

Available 

City 

Name. 

Situation. 

Purpose, 

Beds 

Residents 

Chester  Royal 

City  

General 

225 

J 

4 

Infirmary 

City  Hospital 

City  

General 

248 

Cheshire  Joint 

Market  Drayton 

Pulmonary 

250 

l 

TO 

Sanatorium 

Tuberculosis 

Robert  Jcnes  and 

Gobovven 

Non-Pulmonary 

300 

l 

TT 

Agnes  Hunt  Ortho- 

Tuberculosis 

paedic  Hospital 

and  other 
crippling  con- 
ditions 

Isolation  Hospital  ... 

1 mile  from 

Infectious 

68 

‘l 

T 

centre  of  City 

Diseases 

Smallpox  Hospital ... 

II  II 

Smallpox 

10 

— 

fCheshire  Joint  Board 

Holmes  Chapel  Mental 

3X8 

l 

Tff 

for  Mentally  Defective 

Defectives 

Liverpool  Sanatorium  Delamere 

..  Pulmonary 

175 

l 

T* 

Tuberculosis 


Management. 

Voluntary 

Agency 

Local 

Authority 

Joint 

Committee 

Voluntary 

Agency 


Local 

Authority 

Local 

Authoiity 
Joint  Board 

Voluntary 

Agency 
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The  location  and  amount  of  bed  accommodation  for  various 
conditions  is  given  where  possible  in  the  following  table  : — 
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-rt  U 
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■~r  >,  0 
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ospit; 
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v-  - s«s 
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w ZZ  L) 
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X 

'j:  = c 

X 
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0 Z x 

V "T.  O ] 

General  Medical  ...  M 

16 

16 





— 

I' 

16 

16 

— 

— 

— 

General  Surgical  ...  M 

52 

I 0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- F 

32 

1 0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Gynaecological 

15 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Children 

26 

3 8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Maternity 

— 

5 b 

— 

— 

— 



— 

Venereal  Diseases  ...  M 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

„ ...  F 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  Pulmonary  M 

— 

— 

- — 

4* 

*6+ 

— 

— 

F 

))  1> 

— 

— 

— 

4" 

*4 

— 

— 

,,  ,,  Children 

— 

— 

— 

*4 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  Non-Pulmon.  M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

t 

F 

9)  ))  X 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

t 

,,  ,,  Children 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

t 

Chronic  Sick  ...  ...  M 

— 

28 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

— 

26 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Orthopaedic  ...  ...  M 

10 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

t 

F 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

+ 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  M 

5 

-t 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

5 

-t 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

-t 

-t 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmic  ...  ...  M 

6 

-t 



_ 

— 

— 

— 

ii  •••  F 

6 

-t 

— 

— 

..  _ 

— 

— 

Infectious  Diseases  ... 

— 

— 

68 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Mental  Defectives  ...  M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

— 

M ...  r 

Isolation  Wai  ds 

10 

20 

Private  Wards 





. 

___ 





Other  ... 

— 

‘9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

# Beds  used  by  Chester  County  Borough.  1 Beds  given  as  required 
J Extra  Beds  provided  if  necessary 


ISOLATION  HOSPiTAL- 

During  the  year  435  patients  were  admitted  compared  with  398 
m 1943.  1 he  number  of  patients  in  hospital  on  January  1st,  1944, 

admitted  during  the  previous  year  was  it  while  25  patients  admitted 
dining  1944  remained  in  hospital  on  January  1st,  1945- 


I 


'I 
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The  <Jistribution  of  the  admissions  was  as  follows  : — - 

(I943) 

City  cases  204  (156) 

From  other  areas  231  (242) 


Total  ...  435  (398) 


Scarlet  Fever. 

Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  admitted  during  the  year  were  of  a mild 
tvpe  with  few  complications.  City  cases  numbered  91  while  53  were 
from  other  areas  giving  a total  of  144.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Diphtheria. 

48  cases  were  admitted  to  the  diphtheria  ward  and  confirmed  as 


diphtheria.  This  compares  with  77  in  1943. 

Details 

are  as 

follows  : — 

City 

Otliei 

. Total. 

True  faucial  diphtheria  

23 

22 

45 

Nasal  diphtheria  

— 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  carriers  

1 

1 

2 

Total  ... 

24 

24 

48 

35  admissions  were  rediagnosed  as  tonsillitis  (18  City,  17  other) 
having  been  admitted  as  suspected  diphtheria.  In  addition,  three  cases 
were  rediagnosed  as  Vincents  Angina  and  one  as  peritonsillar  abscess. 
It  is  gratifying  to  report  there  were  no  deaths  from  diphtheria. 

Cubicle  Isolation  Ward. 

This  has  again  proved  of  great  use  in  the  treatment  of  the  variety 
of  infections  admitted  and  in  the  treatment  of  cases  of  cross  infection. 

Admissions  other  than  diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever  were  as  follows  : — 
Dysentery  15,  Whooping  Cough  36,  Mumps  32,  Rubella  49,  Measles 
27,  Erysipelas  4,  Chicken  Pox  7,  Cerebrospinal  Fever  5,  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  3,  Other  conditions  28. 
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~/ 
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Rubella 
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^ c 
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Whoopi 

Cough. 

Mumps 

1 
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U 
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1 Total 

Che.-ter 

91 

24 

1 2 

3 

18 

2 

— 

3 

23 

3 

— 

25 

204 

Hoole 

12 

1 

f> 

0 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

18 

Turvin 

22 

4 

— 

— 

•> 

— 

2 

1 1 

s 

— 

— 

48 

VVirral 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Other 

'9 

*9 

1 1 

45 

‘5 

— 

7 

— 

2 

24 

15 

7 

164 

Total 

144 

48 

27 

49 

35 

4 

7 

5 

36 

32 

15 

33 

435 

14 


The  number  of  patients  discharged  during  the  year  was  417  and 
the  number  of  deaths  was  7,  details  of  the  latter  are  as  follows  : — 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  

City.  Other. 

2 

Total 

2 

Whooping  Cough  and  Broncho  Pneumonia 

2 

2 

Broncho  Pneumonia  , 

I 

I 

Cerebrospinal  Fever  

I 

I 

Erysipelas-streptococcal  septicaemia  ........ 

I 

I 

Totals  ... 

6 I 

7 

CHESTER  CITY  HOSPITAL. 
The  following  statistics  show  the  work  done  : — 


1939  1940  1941  1942  1943  1944 

Admissions  2325  2469  2628  2843  3203  3388 

Births  410  408  494  501  622  770 

Discharges  2°59  2042  2341  2520  2794  3061 


Surgical  operations  ..  369  415  545  588  565  694 

Statistics  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1944  : — 


(x943)  !944 

Number  of  admissions  (3203)  3388 

Number  of  women  confined  in  hospital  (654)  755 

Number  of  live  births  .. (622)  729  ' 

Number  of  stillbirths  (32)  41 

Number  of  maternal  deaths  (3)  3 

Total  number  of  deaths  .. (37°)  3 35 

Total  number  of  discharges  (2794)  3061 

Duration  of  stay — 

(a)  under  4 weeks  (2752)  2923 

(b)  4 to  13  weeks  (369)  374 

(c)  13  weeks  and  over  (82)  91 

Average  number  of  beds  occupied  189 

w ("irSest  224/  1/4/44 

(b)  lowest  151,  10/6/44 


Surgical  operations  under  general  anaesthetic  694 

Number  of  abdominal  sections  2o6 

lotal  number  of  patients  X-Rayed  1^8 

Cheshire  County  Council  patients  admitted  during  the  year  num 
bercd  625  of  whom  321  were  maternity  cases. 
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66  maternity  cases  and  one  premature  baby  were  admitted  from 
the  County  of  Merioneth. 

Ante-Natal  and  Post  Natal  Clinics. 

Ante-natal  Clinic — 

No.  ot  eaticuts.  No.  of  Attendances 


City  expectant  mothers  484  29 73 

County  ditto  331  1895 

Other  ditto  45  259 


Total  ...  860  5037 


Of  the  total  'of  860  patients,  168  had  attended  for  the  first  time 


in  1943. 

Post-natal  Clinic — 

City  cases  10 1 

County  cases  86 

Other  cases  9 

Total  ...  196 


attendances  : 212 

Staffing  difficulties  have  been  experienced  in  common  with  other 
hospitals  during  the  year.  Medical,  nursing  and  domestic  staff  have 
been  in  short  supply  and  the  position  particularly  with  regard  to  domestic 
staff  has  been  a continual  source  of  worry. 

The  joint  kitchen  previousy  administered  by  the  Public  Assistance 
Committee  has  been  handed  over  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  and 
steps  have  been  taken  to  instal  modern  equipment  to  replace  obsolete 
fittings.  During  the  year  extra  accommodation  for  nurses  has  been 
obtained  by  utilising  the  first  floor  above  the  Florence  Nightingale 
Ward.  It  is  fully  realised  that  this  is  only  :a  temporary  expedient. 

Consideration  of  the  provision  of  a Nurses  Home  will  have  to 
be  given  in  the  future.  This  however  depends  upon  so  many  factors 
including  the  supply  of  labour  and  materials  that  this  problem  will 
perforce  have  to  remain  in  abeyance  for  a time. 

The  problem  of  domestic  supply  and  whether  domestic  staff  in 
the  future  will  be  resident  or  non-resident ; the  position  of  the  hospital 
under  a regional  scheme;  the  question  of  the  transfer  of  the  Isolation 
Hospital  to  the  present  Public  Assistance  Blocks ; the  question 
whether  trained  nursing  staff  will  live  outside  the  hospital ; and  the 
type  of  Nurses’  Home,  whether  outside  the  hospital  run  on  hostel  lines 
or  of  the  conventional  existing  type  are  all  factors  which  make  any 
definite  recommendations  as  to  a Nurses  Home  difficult. 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  the  increasing  use  of  the  hospital  in 
spite  of  staffing  difficulties.  This  will  be  observed  from  a study  of  the 
statistics.  Surgical  work  has  nearly  doubled  since  1939  and  a thousand 
more  admissions  took  place  in  1944  than  in  1939. 
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The  work  of  the  Maternity  Department  has  shown  an  increase 
too,  from  410  births  in  1939  to  770  in  1944. 

The  accommodation  in  the  Childrens’  Department  has  been  fully 
utilised  particularly  in  the  winter  months. 

Our  arrangements  with  the  Cheshire  County  Council  continue 
to  work  smoothly  to  mutual  advantage.  Increased  use  of  the  hospital 
by  non-City  residents  has  been  noted. 

There  is  close  co-operation  between  the  almoner  and  the  Health 
Visitors.  The  social  work  of  the  almoner  is  highly  important  and  it  is 
desirable  that  this  should  not  be  swamped  by  the  work  of  collection. 
Due  consideration  will  have  to  be  given  to  the  provision  of  suitable 
clerical  assistance  to  the  almoner  when  staffing  becomes  easier. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ACT,  1929. 

No  further  step  has  been  taken  to  make  a declaration  under  this 

Act. 

PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE  MEDICAL  OUT-RELIEF. 

No  change  has  taken  place  in  this  service. 

INSTITUTIONAL  PROVISION  FOR  THE  CARE  OF 
MENTAL  DEFECTIVES. 

The  total  accommodation  available  for  Chester  patients  in  Cranag-' 


Hall  is  as  follows  : — 

High  Grade  Female  18 

High  Grade  Male  10 

Lowest  Grade  Female  2 

Lowest  Grade  Male  2 
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at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  33  cases  in  Cranage  and  2 females 
on  licence. 

In  addition  there  are  Chester  cases  in  various  institutions  in  the 
Country  awaiting  transfer  to  Cranage  Hall  when  more  accommodation 
is  available.  Details  are  as  follows : — 

Male  Fe  a!e 

Stoke  Park,  Bristol  1 1 

Moss  Side  State  Institution  2 1 

Gillibrand  Hall,  Chorley  — 1 

St.  Teresa’s,  Lewisham  — 1 

Royal  Albert,  Lancaster  2 — 

Newtown  and  Llanidloes  2 — 

Brentry  Colony  t 

Mary  Dcndy  Home,  Sandlebridge  1 1 

Rampton  State  Institution  3 

Whittingham  Hall  x 

Princess  Christian  Farm  Colony  1 
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Difficult}  has  been  experienced  during  the  year  in  obtaining 
institutional  care  for  mental  defectives.  This,  I understand,  is  the 
experience  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 

MUNICIPAL  MIDWIFERY  SERVICE. 

There  arc  five  municipal  midwives  employed  by  the  Corporation. 

During  the  year  they  attended  259  cases  as-  midwives  and  36 
cases  as  maternity  nurses.  They  paid  5653  daily  nursing  visits  and 
1829  ante-natal  visits. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Midwives  Act  the  Local  Authority 
paid  the  whole  or  part  of  the  doctor’s  fee  when  called  in  an  emergency 
by  the  midwife  in  44  cases. 

Artificial  Feeding.  Five  notifications  were  received  during  the 


year. 

Total  number  of  births  notified  1443 

Cases  attended  and  delivered  by  . doctors  47 

Cases  attended  in  nursing  homes  , 380 

Cases  attended  and  delivered  by  midwives  259 

Cases  attended  in  hospitals  757 

Number  of  still  births  58 


Of  the  259  births  attended  by  midwives,  in  76  cases  some  con- 
dition arose  requiring  the  calling  in  of  Medical  help  either  for  the 
mother  or  infant.  This  is  an  increase  of  9 over  last  year. 

The  reasons  for  requiring  help  were  as  follows: — 


Feebleness  of  child  5 

Prolonged  labour  or  malprcsentation  16 

Complications  before  labour 
Complications  during  labour 

Complications  after  labour  8 

Rise  of  temperature  — 

Discharge  from  the  eyes  4 

Lacerated  perinaeum  21 

Abortion  5 

Prematurity  — 

Skin  eruption  — 

Abnormality  of  child  7 


INSTITUTIONAL  PROVISION  FOR  MOTHERS 
AND  CHILDREN. 

The  accommodation  in  the  Maternity  Department  of  the  City 
Hospital  is  more  than  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  City. 


to 


Marasmic  and  ailing  babies  are  admitted  to  the  Children’s 
Department  of  the  City  Hospital.  The  problem  of  the  healthy  children 
under  three  years  whose  mothers  are  admitted  to  the  maternity  depart- 
ment or  who  need  accommodation  for  other  reasons  has  become  acute. 
The  nursery  accommodation  at  the  Public  Assistance  Institution  is  too 
limited  and  is  unsatisfactory.  This  problem  was  becoming  acute  prior 
to  the  war  and  circumstances  in  recent  years  have  made  it  more  press- 
ing. 

The  healthy  children  over  three  years  are  cared  for  in  the 
Children’s  Home,  Wrexham  Road,  where  frequently  the  available 
accommodation  is  over-taxed.  It  is  hoped  that  suitable  accommodation 
for  children  under  three  years  may  be  available  during  the  coming  year 
elsewhere  than  at  the  Public  Assistance  Institution. 


HEALTH  VISITORS. 


The  number  of  health  visitors  is  six. 


The  health  visitors  made  the  following  visits : — 


Primary  Birth  Visits  826 

Ruturn  Visits  6628 

Visits  to  Children  (1 — -5  years)  15002 

Visits  to  Expectant  Mothers  882 

Other  Visits  qio 

Visits  to  Midwives  18 


I he  visits  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  are  shown  elsewhere  in  the 

report. 

INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION  (CHILDREN  AND 
YOUNG  PERSONS  ACT,  1932). 

The  Act  is  administered  by  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Sub-Committee  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

1 he  register  is  kept  in  the  Public  Health  Department  where  all 
notifications  are  sent. 


The  number  of  children  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  15. 


DENTAL  TREATMENT. 


Dental  treatment  was  provided  for  the  nursing  and  expectant 
mo  hers.  1 he  treatment  is  either  free,  or  subject  to  part  payment, 
according  to  the  means  of  the  family. 

Fourteen  cases  were  treated  during  the  year. 

Children  under  5 years  are  treated  at  the  School  Dental  Clinic. 

O RT H OPAED I C T R EA  I'M E N T. 

As  in  former  years  this  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Orthopaedic 
After-Care  Committee  and  the  Robert  Jones  and  Agnes  Hunt  Orthopae- 
dic Hospital,  Oswestry,  fuller  details  of  this  work  will  be  found  else- 
where in  the  report. 


NURSING  HOMES. 


The  number  of  nursing-  homes  registered  at  the  end  of  1943  was 

6. 

The  following-  table  gives  particulars  : — 


The  number  of  nursing  homes  registered  at  the  end  of  1943  was 

six. 


Number 
of  Homes 

Number  of  Patients  provided  for: 
Maternity  Other 

Total 

Homes  first  registered 
during  year 

— 



, i 

— 

Homes  on  register  at 
the  end  of  the  ) ear 

5 

13  definite  plus 
unallocated 
number 

18 
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Seventeen  Inspections  of  the  Homes  were  made  during  the  year. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

WATER. 

The  City  water  supply  is  obtained  through  the  Chester  Water- 
works Company.  The  water  is  . derived  from  the  River  Dee  and 
subsequently  filtered  and  chlorinated  at  the  Company’s  works.  The 
standard  of  purity— absence  of  Bacillus  Coli  in  100  c.c.’s  of  the  water 
as  supplied  to  the  consumer. — has  been  maintained  throughout  the  year. 

Bacteriological  examinations  of  the  water  supply,  including  water 
from  various  filter  beds,  have  been  carried  out  twice  every  month.  In 
addition  chemical  analyses  have  been  carried  out  by  the  Public  Analyst 
ever}-  month,  and  the  following  table  gives  the  results  of  these  analyses 
The  samples  were  taken  from  the  “Low  Level  Tank  (Pure)  ”.  This 
contains  the  purified  filtered  water  prior  to  the  chlorine  treatment  0:1 
passing  to  the  main  Tank  for  distribution. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  following'  is  a classified  statement  of  the  work  done  in  the 
Sanitary  Department  during-  the  year: — 

Complaints  in  respect  of  nuisances  . 656 

Visits  in  respect  of  nuisances  2196 

Rooms  disinfected  after  infectious  diseases  . ...  165 

Rooms  disinfected  for  other  purposes  90 

Investigations  into  infectious  diseases  156 

Tests  applied  to  drains  : 193 

Ashbins  provided  292 

Inspections  of  Schools  48 

Inspection  of  Canal  Boats  44 

Inspection  of  Factories  . , 103 

Inspections  of  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  21 1 

Inspections  of  Butcher’s  shops  497 

Inspections  of  Fishmongers’  Shops  870 

Inspection  of  other  food  shops  , 3021 

Inspections  of  Bakehouses  .;... v. 48 

Inspections  of  Offensive  Trade  premises  , 2 

Inspections  of  Caravans  10 

Visits  to  Common  Lodging  Houses  38 

Dwellings,  Inspections  and  Re-inspections  2318 

Visits  in  respect  of  Rat  Nuisances  2416 

Visits  to  Licensed  Victuallers’  premises  . 44 

Visits  under  Shops  Act,  1934  25 

The  following  notices  were  served  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  : — - 

Intimation  596 

Statutory  . 48 


RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 

During  the  year  2,416  visits  and  re-visits  were  made  in  respect  of 
rat  and  mice  nuisances  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  andi  Rodent- 
Operatives.  In  carrying  out  this  work  the  following  methods  were 
adopted  : — (a)  proofing  of  premises,  (b)  use  of  traps  and  sticky  trays, 
(c)  poison  bait,  and  (d)  poison  gas.  The  actual  number  of  rats  caught 
in  this  routine  work  was  494  and  mice  i860.  It  is  not  possible  to 
estimate  the  number  of  the  pests  destroyed  by  poison  bait  and  gas. 
Again  we  have  found  that  sticky  trays  are  superior  to  break-back  traps 
for  catching  mice. 

In  compliance  with  the  Order  made  under  Emergency  Powers 
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(Defence),  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  in  conjunction  with  the 
Ministry  of  Health.  An  intensive  treatment  of  the  sewers  throughout 
the  City  was  carried  out  over  a period  of  six  weeks  commencing  16th 
October,  1944  to  the  25th  November.  The  Staff  engaged  on  the  work 
consisted  of  two  Sanitary  Inspectors,  two  Rodent  Operatives  and  two 
experienced  Sewermen  and  a Motor  Driver.  The  work  done  by  this 
staff  is  set  out  in  the  following  summary. 

SUMMARY  OF  ACTION. 


Manholes 


Area. 

M an  holes 

Prebail 

' 

Prebail  2 . 

Poisoned 

Results  of  poison 

I. 

54 

G 

S 

N. 

54 

G. 

s 

N. 

5 4 



G. 

S. 

N 

2. 

139 

24 

10 

105 

25 

'4 

100 

51 

7 

5 

39 

i- 

133 

I 

I 

131 

2 

1 

130 

4 

— 

2 

2 

4- 

166 

87 

5 

74 

76 

I 2 

78 

106 

56 

21 

29 

5- 

168 

13 

2 

■S3 

22 

I 

145 

27 

1 I 

1 

'5 

ft. 

213 

56 

30 

121 

94 

24 

95 

1 17 

39 

8 

93 

7- 

95 

28 

9 

67 

l6 

lo 

6y 

32 

— 

— 

32 

8. 

219 

9 

2 

2;  8 

12 

2 

205 

22 

— 

4 

1187 

218  | 

56 

913 

247 

64 

1 876 

379 

lie  41 

228 

G— Good.  S — Small.  N — No  take. 


The  poison  baits  used  were  : — (1)  Zinc  phosphide,  (2)  Red  Squill, 
(4)  Arsenic,  (4)  Barium  Carbonate,  all  with  a base  of  Biscuit  Meal.  In 

addition  a small  quantity  of  Rodine  on  a bread  base  was  used. 

From  the  quantity  of  poison  bait  taken  the  results  must  be  con- 
sidered satisfactory. 

The  Public  Health  Department  wishes  to  acknowledge  the  co- 
operation and  assistance  of  the  City  Engineer  and  his  staff  in  carrying 
out  this  campaign.  The  guidance  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  Rodent 
Department  is  also  appreciated.  The  experience  gained  in  mainten- 
ance treatment  of  sewers  for  the  destruction  of  rats  will  be  of  great  value 
in  our  future  activities, 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 
ANALYSES. 


Number  Examined 

No.  Ad ulteru'ed  &c. 

Article. 

Formal 

In- 

formal 

1 ~ 
1 - 

n 

c 

6 

k. 

In- 

formal 

Total 

Milk  

45* 

17 

C2* 

2 

, 

Self-Raising  Flour  

2 

2 

— 



Rice  Cake  and  Bun  Flour  

— 

1 

1 

— 



Baking  Powder  

I 

4 

5 

I 

1 

2 

Fish  Paste  

— 

4 

4 

— 



Malt,  Milk  and  F.gg  Powder  

— 

1 

1 

, 

Pudding  Powder  

— 

5 

5 

. 

2 

2 

Bun  Flour  

— 

I 

I 

— 



Soup  Powder  

— 

3 

3 

— 





Cocoa  

— 

4 

4 

— 





Condensed  Milk  

— 

s 

S 





Whisky  

I 

— 

1 



Lemon  Cheese  

— 

I 

I 



Jams  

— 

5 

5 



Margarine  

— 

3 

3 

_ 



Tea  

— 

3 

3 

— 



Sugar  

— 

3 

3 



Butter  

2 

4 

6 



I 

Gelatine  

i' 

— 

Coffee  

— 

3 

3 



Meat  Pastes  

— 

3 

3 



Wine  Essence  (Ginger)  

— 

1 

t 



Essence  of  Herbs  

— 

1 

1 



Pea  Flour  

— 

1 

I 

Malt  Vinegar  

— 

2 

2 



Lemon  Substitute  

— 

1 

I 



Meat  Soup  (Tinned)  

— 

1 

I 



Strawberry  Flavouring  

— 

1 

I 

1 



Essence  of  Orange  

— 

1 

I 





Bicarbonate  of  Soda  

— 

1 

I 





Sponge  Mixture  

— 

1 

1 







Golden  Raising  Powder  

— 

2 

2 

— 

■ 

I 

Grapefruit  Squash  

— 

1 

1 

Ginger  Cordial  

— 

1 

1 







Household  Milk  

— 

1 

I 





Sausages  

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Rice  

— 

2 

2 

— 

| 

-- 

Sardines  

— 

2 

2 



- . 



Ground  Giinger  

— 

1 

I 

— 





Black  Pepper  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Curry  

— 

1 

I 

— 

— 

— 

Pimento  c.. 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 1 

- 

Chocolate  Flavour  Spread  Powder  

— 

1 

1 

— 

- 1 



Sauce  (Butter  Flavour)  

— 

1 

— 

- 1 

— 

Peas  (Tinned)  

— 

1 

I 

— 

— I 

— 

Beans  in  Tomato  (Tinned)  

— 

1 

1 

— 

- 1 

-- 

Aspirin  Tablets  

— 

2 

2 

— 

- 1 

— 

Castor  Oil  

— 

1 

I 

— 

— 1 

— 

Chest  and  Lung  Mixture  

— 

1 

I 

— 

- 

— 

Totals  

5° 

1 10 

160 

3 

6 ! 

0 

^Includes  i “Appeal  to  Cow”  Samples, 
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MILK. 

Total  samples  analysed,  62. 

Number  certified  “not  genuine”,  3,  or  4.8  per  cent. 

Averages  for  fat  and  solids  not  fat  (62  samples) — 

Fat,  3.55  per  cent. 

Solids  not  fat,  8.58  per  cent. 

Twenty-one  (21)  of  the  samples  were  found  to  be  below  the 
standard  of  8.5  per  cent,  for  solids  not  fat,  but  the  application  of  the 
Freezing  Point  Test  disclosed  that  only  three  (3)  of  that  number  con- 
tained added  water.  The  freezing  point  test  thus  obviated  legal  pro- 
ceedings which  may  otherwise  have  been  instituted. 

During  the  year  no  sample  of  milk  fell  below  the  standard  of 
3 per  cent,  for  fat. 

Seasonal  variations  of  milk. 

The  following  table  gives  percentage  contents  in  fat  and  solids- 
not-fat  of  the  milk  samples  taken  between  various  months  : — 

Standards. 


Fat  3% 

Solids-not-fat 

January  to  April  

3-54 

8.56 

May  to  August  ....' 

3-39 

8.87 

September  to  December  ... 

3-64 

8-45 

Schedule  of  Administrative  action  taken  in  regard  to  samples 
certified  to  be  “ not  genuine.” 


No  of 

Name  of 

Result  of  Analysis. 

Action  Taken. 

Sample. 

Article. 

4 

Milk 

I n 

course 

of  delivery 

contained  2 % added  water 

1 'Appeal  to  Cow"  samples,  nos.  7 & 8 certified 
' genuine.  I.etter  of  w arning  sent  to  the 

5 

In 

course 

Milk 

contained  2J0/.  added  water 

( Producer. 

of  delivery 

91 
( In- 

Butter 

100#  margarine 

Formal  sampte  proved  genuine. 

formai  ) 

97 

Baking 

Evolved  only  6 4#  CO2 

See  No.  116. 

(-In- 

formal) 

Powder 

Legal  proceedings  instituted.  Retailer  fined  20/- 

Baking 

29%  deficient  in  Carbon  Dioxide 

Costs  imposed  15 16. 

116 

Powder 

I 2 I 

(In- 

Milk 

contained  50/.  added  water 

No.  123  taken  in  "course  of  delivery. " Certified 

formal] 

to  be  genuine.  Retailer  warned  verbally. 

124 

(In- 

formal 

Pudding 
Po  \ cer 

( Wholeccnignment  of  the  Pudding  Powder 

125 

(In- 

formal) 

contained  mites 

1 examined  and  affected  packets  destroyed. 

>52 

Golden 

Stocks  of  this  Brand  of  Golden  Raising  l ouder 

(In- 

Raising 

17  % deficient  in  Carbon  Dioaide 

appears  to  have  been  withdrawn  from  sale  as 

formal 

Powder 

further  samples  could  not  be  obtained. 
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RAG  FLOCK  ACT. 

Two  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis  and  were  certified  to 
contain  19  and  26  parts  per  100,000  parts  of  chlorine  respectively.  The 
samples  were  satisfactory  as  the  permitted  limit  is  30  parts  of  chlorine 
per  100,000  parts. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDERS,  1936  and  1938. 

1 lie  following  licences  were  issued  for  1944  : 

(1)  Producters’  Licences — -“Accredited”  Milk  8 

(2)  Pasteurisers’  Licence  

(3)  Supplementary  Licences  to  sell — 

(a)  T.T.  Milk  x 

(b)  Accredited  Milk  x 

(4)  Dealers’  Licences  to  sell — 

(a)  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  

(b)  Accredited  Milk  ' '..  . ..  2 

(c)  Pasteurised  Milk  ’’  ' 2 

EXAMINATION  OF  MILK  FOR  TUBERCULOSIS. 

During  the  year,  53  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the 
Pathological  Department,  Chester  Royal  Infirmary.  Tubercle  Bacilli 
were  certified  to  be  present  in  5 (or  9.4  per  cent.)  of  the  samples.  All 
the  affected  samples  were  from  cattle  on  farms  within  the  City.  These 
cases  were  notified  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  (Animal  Health 
Division)  and,  by  the  end  of  the  year,  the  affected  animals  had  been 
traced  and  slaughtered.  Subsequent  samples  showed  the  affected  herds 
to  be  free  from  tuberculosis. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  MILK  SAMPLES. 

Forty-nine  (49)  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  bacteriological 
examination  and  the  following  table  sets  out  the  results  of  the  tests 
applied  : — 


Class  of  Milk. 

Number 

of  Samples 
tesled. 

Appiopriite  Tests. 

N umber  o 

Passed. 

f Samples 

Failed 

Pastern ised 

35 

Plate  Count 
Phosphatase 
Methylene  Blue 

34 

27 

22 

I 

8 

13 

I uberculin  Tested 

6 

Methylene  Blue 

6 

-- 

(certified) 

Coliform 

A 

— 

Accredited 

8 

Methylene  Blue 

8 

— 



Coliform 

8 

— 

26 


Notes  : — (a)  The  “phosphatase”  test  denotes  effective  pasteurisation. 

(b)  The  “methylene  blue”  lest,  applied  to  milk,  assesses  its 

keeping  quailities. 

(c)  After  pasteurisation  and  before  delivery  to  consumer,  milk 

must  not  contain  more  than  100,000  bacteria  per  c.c.  by 
plate  count. 

(d)  The  presence  of  coliform  bacilli  indicates  faetal  contam- 

ination of  the  milk. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF.  MILK  BOTTLES 

FOLLOWING  CLEANING. 

Bacteria  found. 


N tim  her 

U nder 

100  to 

300  to 

600  to 

over 

Coliform  Bacilli 

Examined 

100 

300 

60  j 

IOJO 

1000 

present 

1 1 

2 

4 

2 

I 

2 

7 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 

Eleven  renewal  licences  to  slaughter  were  issued  to  slaughtermen 
during  1944. 

Slaughtering  in  the  City. 

During  the  year  the  following  animals  were  slaughtered  in  the 
Public  Abattoir,  Queen  Street,  Chester  : — 

Cattle  3800 

Calves  7851 

Sheep  14406 

Pl§s  ». 334 

Total  ....  26391 

FOOD  INSPECTION. 

For  the  purposes  of  food  inspection  the  following  visits  were 
made  to-  Butchers’  shops  497,  Fishmongers’  shops  870,  Other  food 
shops,  stores,  stalls,  depots,  etc.,  3021.  Total  4232. 

1 he  loll o-wing  table  sets  out  the  food  found  to  be  unsound  and 
unfit  for  human  food  : — - 
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UNSOUND  FOOD,  1944. 


Article. 

No. 

1 

Reason  lor  condemnation. 

1 

*BEEF. 

Whole  carcases  and  oiTal 

>S4 

Generalised  tuberculosis. 

•1  11  ••• 

H 

1 Septicaemia. 

»»  11  ••• 

iz 

Oedema. 

* » 11  * • * 

8 

Job  ties  Disease  and 

emaciation. 

M II  • • 

5 

Localised  tuberculosis  and 

emaciation. 

II  1 t ••• 

3 

Febrility. 

II  II  ••• 

2 

Pyaemia. 

♦ I II  •• 

1 

1 raemia. 

II  II  • • 

1 

Localised  T.B.  and  oedema. 

II  II  • • 

1 

Localised  T.B.  and  extensive 

- 

contusion 

II  II  •* 

1 

Gangrene. 

Carcases  only 

4 

Oedema  and  emaciation. 

Portions  of  carcases 

4 

Oedema  and  emaciation. 

Quarters  ... 

96 

Localised  tuberculosis. 

II  »» 

2 

Extensive  contusion. 

PORK. 

Whole  carcases  and  offal 

... 

5 

Febrility. 

11  II  ••• 

... 

4 

Generalised  tuberculosis. 

it  l»  ••• 

•• 

1 

Septicaemia. 

VEAL. 

Whole  carcases  and  offal 

'5 

Febrility. 

• • « 

6 

Umbilical  Pyaemia. 

4 

Generalised  tuberculosis. 

n 1 1 • • 

I 

Jaundice. 

11  II  • • 

I 

Immaturity. 

MUTTON. 

Whole  carcases  and  offal 

'4 

Oedema. 

II  II  ••• 

7 

Febrility. 

11  II  •* 

2 

Septicaemia. 

11  II  • • 

1 

Pyaemia. 

VISCERA,  &c.  (lbs). 

... 

62 124 

Localised  tuberculosis,  parasitic 

and  other  conditions. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Frozen  Pork  Trimmings  (lbs.) 

fi75 

Black  spot. 

Bacon  (lbs.) 

306 

Damaged  by  fire. 

Luncheon  Meat  (tins) 

54 

Decomposed,  blown,  etc. 

Sausages  and  Sausage  Meat 

(lbs.) 

365 

Decomposed. 

Black  Puddings  (lbs.) 

40 

Decomposed. 

Meat  Pies  (lbs.)  ... 

263 

Decomposed. 

Cheese  (lbs.) 

124 

Soiled  by  fire. 

Eggs  (dozens) 

1 '3 

Decomposed. 

Sugar  (lbs.) 

28 

Damp — old  stock.  . 0 

Sugar  (lbs.) 

3» 

Soiled  by  mice. 

Sugar  (lbs.) 

*4 

Soiled1  in  trnasit. 

Fish,  fruit,  veg.  soups,  etc 

(tins) 

5065 

Blown,  pierced,  etc. 

Condensed  Milk  (tins) 

1888 

Blown,  pierced,  etc. 

Cake  (lbs.) 

50 

Contaminated  in  transit. 

Cocoa  (lbs.) 

3 1 

Contaminated  by  mice. 

Chocolate  Powder  (lbs.)  .. 

192 

Damp. 

Sweets  (lbs.) 

6 

Contaminated  by  glass. 

Chocolate  (lbs.)  ... 

8 

Contaminated  by  mice. 

Flour  (Sacks) 

5 

Contaminated  by  Tire. 

Flour  (lbs.) 

T6 

Contaminated  by  mice. 

Flour  (lbs.) 

4* 

Contaminated  by  chemical. 

Rolled  Oats  (sacks) 

9 

Unpalatable, 

28 


UNSOUND  FOOD,  1944— Continued. 


Article. 

No. 

Reason  for  condemnation. 

Oatmeal  (lbs.) 

280 

Contaminated  by  fire. 

Milk  Powder  (lbs.) 

Milk  Powder  (lbs.) 

8 

Contaminated  by  weevil. 

26 

Contaminated  by  mice. 

Milk  Powder  (lbs.) 

Rice  (lbs.) 

1 7 

Damp. 

18 

Contaminated  by  weevil. 

.Semolina  (lbs.) 

172 

Contaminated  by  weevil. 

Tapioca  (lbs.) 

3 

Contaminated  by  weevil. 

Dessert  Powder  (lbs.) 

1238 

Contaminated  by  mites. 

Quaker  Oats  (lbs.) 

24 

Contaminated  by  weevil. 

Powdered  Gelatine  (lbs.)  ... 

56 

Contaminated  by  oil. 

Salt  (lbs.) 

2005 

Damaged  through  fire. 

Mustard  (lbs.) 

All  Bran  (lbs.) 

Macaroni  (lbs.)  ... 

>38 

Damaged  through  fire. 

140 

Damaged  through  fire. 

I4O 

Damaged  through  fire. 

Mixed  Spice  (lbs.) 

7 

Contaminated  by  weevil. 

Sausage  Spice  (lbs.) 

56 

Contaminated  by  acid. 

Carrots  (lbs.) 

1 1312 

Decomposed. 

Cauliflowers  (lbs.) 

56 

Decomposed. 

Onions  (lbs.) 

828 

Decomposed. 

Tomatoes  (lbs.)  ...  ... 

32 

Decomposed. 

Oranges  (lbs.) 

709 

Decomposed. 

Lemons  (lbs.) 

66 

Decomposed. 

Sultanas  (lbs.) 

25 

Decomposed. 

Dates  (lbs.) 

63 

Decomposed. 

Apricots,  Dried  (lbs.) 

25 

Decomposed. 

Marrowfat  Peas  (lbs.) 

5° 

Contaminated  by  weevil. 

Goose  (undressed) 

1 

Decomposed. 

Wood  Pigeons  (lbs.)  ...  ;.. 

56 

Decomposed. 

FISH. 

Lobsters  (lbs.) 

IOO 

Decomposed. 

Skate  Wings  (lbs.) 

70 

Decomposed. 

Skate  (lbs.) 

70 

Decomposed. 

Herrings  (lbs.) 

•703 

Decomposed. 

Crabs  (lbs.) 

120 

Decomposed. 

Kippers  (lbs.) 

'543 

Decomposed. 

Cod  (lbs.)  

7'4 

Decomposed. 

Mackerel  (lbs.) 

1659 

Decomposed. 

Hake  (lbs.) 

140 

Decomposed. 

Ray  (lbs.) 

7° 

Decomposed. 

Coalfish  (lbs.) 

7° 

Decomposed. 

Catfish  (lbs.) 

2 I 

Decomposed. 

Megrims  (lbs.)  .... 

70 

Decomposed. 

Haddock  (lbs.) 

70 

Decomposed. 

Dab  Fillets  (lbs.)  ... 

75 

Decomposed. 

Sprats  (lbs.) 

9' 

Decomposed. 

Mixed  Fish  (lbs.)  ... 

28 

Decomposed. 

Mixed  Flat  Fish  (lbs.) 

70 

Decomposed. 

FislioCakes  (lbs.)  ... 

88 

Decomposed. 

*Note: — Included  under  these  heading's  were  “Casualty  beasts”,  “Sale 
Rejects”  and  cattle  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order. 

dotal  estimated  weight  of  food  condemned  during  year — 106  tons  4 cwts. 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFEC  TIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  notifications  ot’  infectious  diseases  during  1944  were  as 
follows  (these  figures  include  non-civilians) — scarlet  fever  104,  diphtheria 
38,  enteric  (typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers)  1,  pneumonia  36,  puefperal 
pyrexia  4,  ophthaluria  neonatorum  2,  whooping  cough  122,  measles  65, 
erysipelas  7,  cerebrospinal  fever  4,  malaria  1. 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  has  been  continued  vigorously. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  numbers  immunised 
during  the  last  ten  years  : — 


« 


3° 


Age  in  Years 
31st  Dec.  of 
the  corres- 
ponding year 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

Pei  sons  inocculaticl  each  year  from  1935- 

1944. 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1 941 

1942 

1 1 943 

x944 

O 

I 

20 

72 

4' 

25 

3 1 

30 

105 

320 

22 1 

.84  j 

2 

5 

68 

29 

38 

22 

5 

80 

202 

"3 

80 

n 

D 

7 

34 

12 

IO 

1 2 

4 

70 

184 

63 

37 

4 

7 

20 

xo 

18 

— 

— 

2 1 

20 

54 

32 

5 

81 

232 

77 

60 

58 

_■ 

Ul 

^4 

74 

00 

O 

CO 

88 

■74 

6 

76 

262 

80 

44 

3° 

209 

80 

374 

59 

61 

7 

85 

232 

40 

24 

35 

20 1 

40 

201 

62 

28 

8 

92 

35  1 

25 

1 2 

1 0 

136 

5^ 

■34 

42 

10 

9 

67 

325 

>5 

7 

>7 

7 1 

54 

■47 

• 

43 

I J 

10 

51 

479 

!5 

7 

6 

74 

3 6 

i 1 1 

36 

9 

1 t 

'y  - 

209 

1 0 

— 

2 

45 

‘7 

89 

3° 

9 

1 2 

J9 

1 65. 

5 

— 

— 

48 

22 

82 

21 

6 

13 

■7 

28 

— 

V 

— 

16 

9 

_ 

r>4 

29 

2 

>4 

— 

10 

— 

— 

. 

3 

20 

28 

. 

D 

1 5 and  ovei 

18 

Total  eacli 
Year. 

562 

2487 

359 

245 

223 

999 

664 

2246 

907 

648 

led  agc 
ider  live 
years  o.i  31, ( 
Oec,  l944. 


1 357 


Total  Inocn- 
lated.  age 
5-14  years  on 


53*8 


15  vear»»r<l 
over  on  3>r - 
Dec.  1944- 

2 595 


Gian.1 
Total,  : 

1 93 5- >944 
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BLIND  PERSONS  ACT,  1920. 


The  care  of  the  blind  in  Chester  has  been  delegated  to  the  Chester 
and  District  Blind  Welfare  Society.  The  Local  Authority  contributes 
a sum  towards  the  administration  expenses  of  the  Society  and  is  repre- 
sented on  the  management. 

There  were  76  cases  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
Seven  licences  were  issued  for  wireless  sets  to  blind  people. 

The  health  visitors  paid  15 1 visits  to  blind  persons  during  the 

year. 


OP  HI  HA  LM 1 A NEONATORUM. 

Two  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  In  both  cases  the 
vision  was  unimpaired. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925,  SECTION  66. 

A scheme  under  this  section  was  approved  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  in  1937. 

TUBERCULOSIS,  1944. 

Particulars  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  during  1944  are  given 

below. 


Age  Periods. 

NEW 

Respiratory 

CASES. 

Non-  Respiratory. 

DEA 

Respiratory 

THS 

Non-  Respiralrty 

Males 

Females 

M ale*. 

Females 

Malts 

Ken,  alt* 

Malts 

Females 

O — 

O 

O 

0 

. O 

O 

O 

O 

O 

I — 

O 

O 

0 

O 

O 

0 

() 

O 

5 

X 

C) 

1 

X 

O 

0 

O 

O 

T5  

2 

5 

O 

° I 

1 

1 

25—  

7 

y 

0 

1 

1 2 

6 f 

O 

' 1 

35 

7 

4 

O 

2 

45 — 

3 

O 

0 

0 ! 

6 

1 

O \ 

O 

° j 

55 — 

3 

I 

1 

0 * 

65  and  upwards... 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

O 

O 

Totals 

KJ 

4- 

iy 

2 

4 

2 1 

6 

() 

’O 

Four  deaths  occurre.d  during  the  year  in  non-notified  cases. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS) 
REGULATIONS,  1925. 

There  has  been  no  occasion  to  act  under  this  regulation. 


TUBERCULOSIS  MAINTENANCE  ALLOWANCES. 


The  scheme  continues  to  work  smooothly.  Patients  and  relatives 
are  interviewed  at  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  and  the  allowance 
determined.  The  allowances  are  paid  by  cheque  by  the  City  Treasurers 
Department. 

CLEANSING  AND  DISINFECTION  OF  VERMINOUS 
PERSONS  AND  THEIR  BELONGINGS. 

A shampoo  station  is  freely  used  for  the  cleansing  of  heads  of 
school  children.  In  cases  of  body  vermin,  which  are  fortunately  few, 
they  are  treated  at  the  Disinfecting  Station  at  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
where  clothes  and  bedding  are  also  treated.  Occasionally  we  are  asked 
to  deal  with  an  adult,  who  is  dealt  with  in  a similar  fashion. 


SCABIES  ORDER,  1941. 

The  medical  practitioners  in  the  City  have  taken  advantage  of 
Lhe  facilities  available  for  treatment  of  cases  of  scabies  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital.  Contacts  of  notified  cases  have  been  followed  up  and  where 
necessary  treated. 

The  total  number  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  during  1944 
was  132  as  compared  with  263  in  1943. 


Of  the  132,  28  were  over  18  years  and  the  remainder  under 
18  years. 


CANCER. 

Facilities  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  Cancer  are  available 
at  the  Chester  Royal  Infirmary  which  is  equiped  with  Radium,  Deep 
X-Ray  Iherapy,  and  Lndo-diathermy.  Discussions  on  the  Cancer  Act, 
!939i  'vcre  initiated  during  the  year  to  produce  an  interim  scheme  for 
the  area. 


Operative  treatment  tor  cancer  is. carried  out  at  the  City  Hospital 
but  there  are  no  facilities  in  that  hospital  for  radium  treatment  or  deep 
X-ray  therapy. 

VENEREAL  DISEASE. 


REGULATION  33B. 


During  the  year  one  contact  had  two  forms  sent  and  was  servec 
with  a statutory  notice.  This  contact  attended  the  V.D.  Department, 
Ro\al  lnfiimary,  lor  treatment.  In  addition  twelve  contacts 


were 
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d on  form  I.  Seven  of  these  contacts  could  not  be  traced  owing 
jfficient  information,  or  had  left  the  district.  The  remaining  five 
‘ither  in  attendance  at  the  V.D.  Department,  Royal  Infirmary,  or 
■-  ised  to  attend  following  an  interview  by  the  Superintendent  Health 

Yisitt  r. 

CARE  OF  ILLEGITIMATE  CHILDREN. 

There  is  close  cooperation  between  the  various  authorities  con- 
, i.e.,  the  Probation  Officer,  the  Almoner  (City  Hospital),  the 
irv  (Diocesan  Welfare  Association),  the  Secretary  (Chester 
1 for  Social  Welfare),  the  Public  Assistance  Officer,  the  Clerk  to 
igistrates,  and  the  Superintendent  Health  Visitor. 

It  is  felt  that  the  already  close  association  of  these  agencies  with 
blic  Health  Department  would  meet  the  views  expressed  in  the 
• • ir  issued  by  the  Government  on  the  care  of  illigitimate  children. 
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